consists of an essential element for re-articulating the role of the government and reestablishing state capacity.
Next, Volker Schneider investigates another aspect of governance: the distribution of power in public policy networks. Analyzing environmental policy networks in Germany, he examines the 'post-democracy' thesis, according to which advanced democracies should be in decline. His study reveals changes in the power structure of environmental policy networks, but in the opposite direction to that which would be expected by a 'post-democratic' perspective. This points to a more equitable distribution of power in more recent years.
The conceptual debate about governance is next used by Eduardo Marques as the base for his study about urban public policies in Brazil. He introduces the debate about governance in Latin America and problematizes some associations that are commonly found in the literature. Investigating the case of São Paulo, he identifies distinct patterns of governance that vary depending on the actors participating, the structure of the decision-making process, and the degree of insulation of the state, among other elements. This contributes to the operationalization of the concept of governance in city-oriented public policy.
The theoretical discussion about governance is taken up again by Roberto Pires and Alexandre Gomide, who examine the dimension of state capacity by looking at institutional arrangements for the implementation of public policies. Such a theoretical reflection sustains the empirical analysis about the recent experience of the Brazilian government. Pires and Gomide identify similarities between these programs, such as the formation of a complex network of actors during the implementation process, with an emphasis on the participation of state-owned enterprises and public banks and their interactions with the private sector. They also verify distinct aspects related to the participation of federal entities in the arrangements, openness to social participation, and intra-governmental centralization. Such findings help characterize the model of governance present in the federal government's arrangements of implementation, and contributes to studies about governance and state capacity in Brazil.
In the second part of the volume, the reflection is focused on the challenges of management and public policy with an eye on the processes of federalism and decentralization. Celina Souza's chapter starts the debate, exploring the theoretical aspects of the relation between federalism and public policies. Starting from the The debate about institutional change guides Flávio Rezende's chapter, which investigates the theoretical and practical challenges that present themselves to students of the topic. He applies this reflection to the case of Brazilian public management reform.
From a theoretical point of view, Rezende recovers elements of the contemporary neoinstitutionalist debate, pointing out a series of challenges for understanding the processes of change in some fields, as well as more promising theorizations. He also highlights some difficulties stemming from the lack of a connection between political science and public management studies in Brazil. From the point of view of the empirical
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world, the subject of change is poorly developed, whether because of a demand for immediate applications from any knowledge produced, or because of a culture of resistance to research and its results. Dealing with these challenges-both theoretical and practical-is something that will occupy future generations of academics and researchers who are interested in understanding the processes of public planning reform, concludes Rezende.
The two last chapters debate the question of the control of public administration. 
